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This is a story about a QE many do not know.

Here is the QEII you are all familiar with:

or … 

or … 



June 17th is also my birthday!

June 17, 2014 this stamp sold for $9.5 Million!

In the main hall – a stamp you all recognize…



Scott Catalog No. QE3a, USED, Unique, Unpriced!  

The 1¢ British Guiana Magenta is Unique…

Also in the main hall…   So is this!



The Beginning of Priority Mail
Parcel Service

Priority Mail Means Speed and Efficiency

“Special Handling 
may not fare well in 

International 
Competition; it may 

not be seen as 
‘Significant’ in the 

international 
community.”

FIP Option Scoring Option 
APS StampShow, 2011



Priority Mail Forerunner:
Air Parcel Post…

Introduced on September 1, 1948

Surviving Covers
are Scarce.

Moved Parcels from Post 
Office of Sender to Post 

Office of Receiver

Air Parcel Post – First Day of Service  (Hammelman)



Air Parcel Post 
The Best Known Example…

What was the forerunner service for Air Parcel Post?

80¢ Hawaii Airmail 
Scott C46 – 3/26/1952

Orchids by Mail!

Fragile? – Yes. 
Perishable? – Yes.
Need for Speed.

What does it have to 
do with Special 

Handling?



Special Handling!
The Regs were written in 1925  for:

The Post Office was already providing the service,
So… Why not charge for it?

Live Chicks…

Parcel Post, 1913
No Expediting Available…
…but the carriers knew!



… and Bees,  

Rarity: I have never seen a 25¢ QE4/4a on a label for any of these critters?



… and, Surprise,     
Baby Alligators!  

What other critters might be shipped with Special Handling?



A Big Surprise for Many…
It Still Exists!

Today – Special Handling FRAGILE Requires a Special Label:

Flat Fee:  $9.95

as of 4/10/2016

Former Insurance Forms 
($200 threshold):

Label REQUIRED!



But Wait!  There’s More! As of May 10, 2016:

SKU 25118



1925 – Service Introduced - 25¢ 
1928 – 2nd Printing 25¢ (January)
1928 – Rates Reduced  (July)
1928 – 25¢ Recalled  (August) 
1940 – 2nd Printing 10, 15, 20¢
1948 – Air Parcel Post Service Introduced
1955 – Experimental Dry Printing
1959 – Final Recall from Philatelic Sales

Rates now exceed highest denomination
1968 – Priority Mail Service Introduced
2016 – Special Handling Still Alive and Well

Repurposed to mean “FRAGILE” 

Quick Chronology...



Trial Colors Palette from 4th Bureau Stamps



Some Keys for Research:

Scott formerly listed a set of 13 – now 15!

Pencil on 
Reverse!

Jan 11, 1926



My Favorite Stamp...

Page 11



Large Die Proof – 7 Reported

1¢ Deep GreenFinal Selection:



Plate Proof from National 
Postal Museum

� 200 Subject 

� Flat Plate

� Unwatermarked

� Perf. 11 Only



First Day of Issue – April 11, 1925

QE4 Single          QE4 Combo with E13

2016 CV
$ 225 $ 1,300         



First Day of Issue – Plate Blocks

QE4 Single          QE4 Combo with E13

Auctions 
$ 1,093 (2008)      $ 3,575 (2005)     



First Printings – 25¢ Stamps

1925 Deep – Green          1928 Yellow - Green

Mint, NH (2016 CV)
$37.50 $ 32.50         



Two “Major” Plate Varieties
(Catalog-Listed)

Normal Stamp “A-T” in STATES “T-A” in POSTAGE

Mint, NH (2013 CV)

$37.50 $140 $210



Several “Minor” Plate Varieties

(Not Catalog-Listed)

“A-T” Reaching    “Cloudy” French Summary          Broken “T”  



New Plate Variety
Discovered in 2008

Normal “A-T” Break

New Discovery: “Dot on the T”



Alternate Title...

A Typical 
Album Page…

stamps most of 
you will 

recognize…

“That’s Like What?  Four Stamps??”



My

Album 

Page

“What an Album Page Should Look Like!”



1928 Yellow-Green 25¢ Printing

Used Examples are Scarce... “Unknown on Cover!”

(except for a few modern contrived pieces, until… )



“Unknown on Cover…” ‘til February, 2011!

New EDU for stamp:

May 1928



1928 Printing – Why so rare (on cover)?

July 10, 1928 Withdrawal & Redemption Notice:

Printed in January – Withdrawn/Redeemed in July!



New (Lower) Rates Introduced
FDC - June 25, 1928

Uncacheted Combo – QE1, QE2 & QE3

Catalog Value  (2013)
$ 45 $ 350 



FDCs with Cachets...

With Cachet Combo – QE1, QE2 & QE3

Catalog Value  2016
$ 200 Not Priced



My Favorite FDCs...
The Hugh M. Southgate Covers*

The New Rates Didn’t Take Effect Until July 1, 1928

And of course, they rate out perfectly!

* Photo scans courtesy of Henry Scheuer



History of Printing...    1    2
... As learned through “socked on the nose” cancels:

Certified

EDU!



Paper Study Results

“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper

›1940 Wet

1928 Wet

1955 Dry



1955 Experimental Printing

“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper

WET DRY



1955 Experimental Printing

Rarity only recently recognized... 

EDU Above; Six examples known! 



1955 Experimental Printing
All used stamps had the same Catalog Value:

(and the nomenclature was backwards) 

2007



1955 Experimental Printing
Catalog numbers changed; used dry-prints not priced.

2008

Photos added.



1955 Experimental Printing
Rare used;   Not known on cover!



“WANTED – Dead or Alive!” 

Special Handling  - Rarest Modern Covers?



Dry Print Unknown on Cover…
until September, 2010!

New EDU for cover:

August 1, 1957

Unaddressed

Uncacheted

eBay Stories…  This EDU was listed for $9.95…



Where do you get all this stuff?

How about eBay???



Details, details!

“USA USED SOME MINT SPECIAL HANDLING QE 1-4 with back scan 0913309”



Ain’t Ebay Great???



Don’t forget Auction Sniper!

3 Reasons:

Convenience.

Discipline.

Competitive
Advantage.

(My Bid: $65!)



How about BidStart???

28 April 2012!!!



Exhibit Page – 2011 vs. 2012



New Discovery 2012 – Layout Dot

“A constant variety from plate 19557 at 
position UR 27 (57th subject on the plate), 

confirmed by examination of the plate proof”
- George Edman -



Guilty Pleasures… for Research!

INVENTORY OF WET- & DRY-PRINTINGS

QE Sheets Wet Print Dry Print

19553 UL*,UL(+FD*),UR(2),LL(2),LR(2) UL*, UR, LL, LR(2)

19554 UL, UR(3){PPF}, LR(3) UL,UR,LL(4),LR(2)

19555 UL (2), UR, LL, LR

19556 UL, UR, LL, LR(3)

19557 UL(2+FD(2)), UR*, LL, LR UL, LL, LR

19558 UL, UR, LL, LL, LR UL, LL, LR

19559 UL, UR, LL(4%), LR UL, UR, LL, LR

19560 UL, UR, LL, LR UL, UR, LL, LR

19541 UL(2), LL* (+FD), LR UL, UR, LR

19542 UL(2), LL (+FD), LR UL

19543 UL, UL, UR, LL, LR LR

19544 UL, UR, LL, LR UL, UR, LL, LR(2)

17095 LL* (Yel-Grn) 5/23/2016

17098 LR (Yel-Grn)

17103 UL* (Deep Grn) RRufe1@aol.com

* selvage missing * layout dot; % one has crease * in exhibit

1928 WET 45 OF 48 (+23) 31 OF 48 (+6)



So… I just happen to have…



… and in my stash, 3 more!



What did you learn…  ???

• Dry Prints are 
rare, used;

• Layout Dot 
variety is also 

rare!

• Together???

($450 Offer      
Rejected!)



… and Only One Known Error for Issue:

“EFO’s” :

Some Dramatic 
“Freaks”… :



A Common Stamp – Pursued by a “Beginner” 
Some Lucky Finds –

No one had previously looked at 
“The Whole Issue”

Rarities:
There is only one set of Trial Color Proofs!
Dry Prints – 10 & 20 ¢ Not Known on Cover 

Rare Used – 20 ¢ Only One Known
The June 1928 Printing - on Special Booklet Paper
Is there a 25¢ on a Chick or Bee Wrapper?

Some Closing Thoughts...



Special Handling evolved over its first thirty years 

Never Promoted as a “Prioritization” Service
Care Exercised that “Lives” Survive;
Evolved for “Special Handling” of Liquids,

Fragile & Perishable Items

Air Parcel Post and Priority Mail Stressed “Speed,” 
not Care

Special Handling now in a niche where many
have believed it existed all along 

Conclusions…



Zeppelin to South America!

Special Handling neither authorized nor intended (but “permitted”)

What in the world was the sender thinking? Was he thinking of me?


