The Beginning of Priority Mail
U.S. Special Handling: 1925-1959
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Wednesday, June 1, 2016

Robert G. Rufe, Director

United States Stamp Society
rrufe1@aol.com
SpecialHandling.Weebly.com




Here is the QEIl you are all familiar with:
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This is a story about a QE many do not know.




In the main hall - a stamp you all recognize...

June 17, 2014 this stamp sold for $9.5 Million!

June 17t is also my birthday!




The 1¢ British Guiana Magenta is Unique...
Also in the main hall... So is this!
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Scott Catalog No. QE3a, USED, Unique, Unpriced!




The Beginning of Priority Mail
Parcel Service
Priority Mail Means Speed and Efficiency

F ﬁRA‘II?R’TY. FOREVER 5,08 FOREVER sk . S
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERV| ‘-‘- .:-_ | g . : | . ‘ 35 : ‘ L'f | “speCial Handli“g

Flat Rate Mailina Envelope

may not fare well in
T : B International
R % B ) Competition; it may
B g e ot ho ot
‘Significant’ in the
international

* ADDRESS BLOCKED =ges 99
community.
FOR PRIVACY

USPS TRACKING NWBEH :

9505 5000 1060 5324 0001 22

FIP Option Scoring Option
APS StampShow, 2011




Priority Mail Forerunner:
Air Parcel Post...

Introduced on September 1, 1948

Surviving Covers
are Scarce.

CONTENTS: MERCHAND
POSTMASTER: « ISE FroMfY '

Moved Parcels from Post
Office of Sender to Post
Office of Receiver

Air Parcel Post - First Day of Service (Hammelman)




Air Parcel Post
The Best Known Example...

FRESH | | 80¢ Hawaii Airmail
 FLOWERS | ~ Scott C46 - 3/26/1952

|

Orchids by Mail!

- Fragile? - Yes.

//‘W' /T . Perishable? - Yes.

>k “ 045 KALAKAUA AVE

, o E r“luJLl 15 LHA"\‘AH Need fOI’ speed-

What does it have to
do with Special
Handling?

What was the forerunner service for Air Parcel Post?




Special Handling!

The Regs were written in 1925 for:

Live Chicks...

_ LIVE CHICKS |
RUSH  Special Handling |
n*' fx é:::.v:x.qy_g-

CCs

: and Hatchery Bl w [ 3
ZEELAND - "'.‘I.CHIGA?PW e Fa
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To Mr..William H. Mead, . ioww
_R.#1,  (Dial 74098 Or 4547,
__ Middletown, New Yorky | “us

Parcel Post, 1913 W ARNINGI Keep away fron ;;,.;
No Expediting Available... - e °"°'
...but the carriers knew! : : R e

The Post Office was already providing the service,
So... Why not charge for it?




... and Bees,

Rarity: | have never seen a 25¢ QE4/4a on a label for any of these critters?




... and, Surprise,
Baby Alligators!

HANDLE WITH CARE
LIVE ALLIGATORS

E
THE FLORIDA ALLIGATOR
IALLIGATOR AN T8 PLALE
AMETRUCTI

What other critters might be shipped with Special Handling?




A Big Surprise for Many...
It Still Exists!

Today - Special Handling FRAGILE Requires a Special Label:

DOMESTIC ONLY

U.S. Postal Service® i %S
INSURED MAIL RECEIPT Over $500 Special Handling, With Fee (check box)

O Fragile $
O Live Animal Transportation $

us

NOTE: To file a claim lamage or loss of contents, the article, container, and packaging must be presented.

United States Postal Service®

INSURED MAIL - DOMESTIC ONLY

Flat Fee: $9.95
e rm Receipt Fee (see reverse)
s as of 4/10/2016

Sent 7o Label REQUIRED!

VJ 459 288 19y |
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= UNITED STATES
P POSTAL SERVICE

SPECIAL HANDLING -

. FRAGILE

Label 875, June 2015
Former Insurance Forms

($200 threshold):




But Wait! There’s More! As of May 10, 2016:

Reww Diest
Inform. Engage. Achieve.

May 10, 2016 Weekly Messages from USPS® Retail Marketing

Contents

important information included within the following articles.

Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 National Retail Performance Update ... ... o

Action Required ... e
= Cycle Count Motice — Week 3 ReadyPost® and Expedited Packaging Supplies (EPS) - Asset Managemey
Need to Know ...

= USPS Adds “Special Handling-Fragile” Pre-Inked Stamp — Shippi

As Information ............

= Delay for Upcoming Price Change Initiati
ContactUs! ...

USPS Adds “Special Handling-Fragi

Sales and Service Associates (SSAs) have a new pre-inffed stamp to make sure that all “Special
Handling-Fragile” packages are comrectly identified andBceive the special handling for which our
customer has paid.

The new “Special Handling-Fragile” pre-inked stgyfip can be used if the Label 875, Special

Handling-Fragi not available. While SSAs May use either option to identify these mailpieces,

any previous ‘FRAGILE" stamps or stickers ghould be considered “out of service” and should no SKU 251 1 8
longer be used. Writing “fragile” on a packade will not suffice.

3?{:55:;2 & Mailers requesting “Special Handling-Fpfgile” service may purchase this Extra Service for an
Services additional fee.

The new stamp is available on ¢fliy2, located at http.//ebuy2.usps.gov/, under SKU 25118,

For additional information, please click the following

sp[cml "“nu"a link to email the Subject Matter

ShippingServices@usps.com.

Expert/Program Manager at




Quick Chronology...

1925 - Service Introduced - 25¢

1928 - 2"d Printing 25¢ (January)

1928 - Rates Reduced (July)

1928 - 25¢ Recalled (August)

1940 - 2"4 Printing 10, 15, 20¢

1948 - Air Parcel Post Service Introduced

1955 - Experimental Dry Printing

1959 - Final Recall from Philatelic Sales

Rates now exceed highest denomination

1968 - Priority Mail Service Introduced

2016 - Special Handling Still Alive and Well
Repurposed to mean “FRAGILE”




Trial Colors Palette from 4th Bureau Stamps

Y%¢ Hale | Comparable
Essay Set| Fourth Bureau
Deep Green
Carmine
Violet
Yellow Brown
Dark Blue
Red Orange
Black
Olive Green
Rose
Orange
Greenish Blue
Brown Violet
Apple Green
Blue
Gray
Carmine Rose

Olive Brown

Scott-Listed Set
Trial Colors (15)
LDP - Approved Color
Carmine Lake
Not Known
Brown
Dark Blue
Orange
Black (Alt Script)
Olive Green
Dull Rose
Orange Yellow
Light Blue Green
Dark Violet Brown
Apple Green
Blue (2015)
Gray Black
Carmine Rose (2015)

Gray Brown

Apple Green (13¢) Blue (14¢)

AR S AR 2240009

amAAMAAARAANRAD

Greenish Blue (11¢) (Brown Violet 12¢)

Carmine Rose (20¢) Olive Brown (30¢)



Scott formerly listed a set of 13 - now 15!

Some Keys for Research:

Jan 11, 1926

Pencil on
Reverse!




My Favorite Stamp...

TheAmerlcan

St:

No. 37
February 2010

UNFTED STATES POSTAGE ||
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W’hat, good people, is that old standby
color from the latter 19th century called

carmine-lake. Well, it’s in reader Bob Rufe’s
newly-appointed favorite “stamp,” a color trial
of Scott No. QE4, the 25 cents Special Handling

- E“cha“ting stamp. Bob is just bowled ovwere by the strik-

; ing quality of this shade and we think it deserves

Earl “ale“li“es to be nominated in our “favorite stamp” com-

s e W v petition. WHAT, good friends, is your favorite

ids and Stamp Collecting: . .

A phanomanal proposal by Alex Hainann on pege 20 Art Groten shows a U.S. stamp? Email us right now and let us know:

And see Bonnie Smith’s column on page 19 bunch on page 52 s L L
Editor@AmericanStampDealer.com.

ASDA Guiding Principles: Integrity + Honesty + Expertise + Dedication = Hobby Builders « Reliability




AN EIRET i 1¢ Deep Green

Large Die Proof - 7 Reported




Plate Proof from National
Postal Museum

200 Subject
Flat Plate

Unwatermarked
Perf. 11 Only




irst Day of Issue - April 11, 1925

QE4 Single QE4 Combo with E13

Mr. A. H. Gilbert,
P, 0. Box 23,

Washington, D. C.

2016 CV




First Day of Issue - Plate Blocks

QE4 Single QE4 Combo with E13

FIRST B3
o

TFECHAL MANDLING

-1,?-{.1'_.&'?_--1'|_,.-"'

Auctions
$ 1,093 (2008) $ 3,575 (2005)




First Printings - 25¢ Stamps

1925 Deep - Green 1928 Yellow - Green

: g i - e ———

Mint, NH (2016 CV)
$ 32.50




B . ST R®TIS P

Two “Major” Plate Varieties
(Catalog-Listed)

Normal Stamp “A-T” in STATES “T-A” in POSTAGE

e 4 Yoo smﬂ'ﬂ p()scr-xcj-:
17102 NI s L

sCeceCcecERCCECEQOEEERORGECEERCESE

WNITEDD STATES PO S TAGE

= ,_')(::x«,.:mml*snd, 4
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17103

Mint, NH (2013 CV)
$140




Several “Minor” Plate Varieties
(Not Catalog-Listed)

“A-T” Reaching “Cloudy” French Summary Broken “T”
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= POSTAGE

#QE4 — 171083




New Plate Variety
Discovered in 2008

Normal “A-T” Break

arss v “




Alternate Title...

“That’s Like What? Four Stamps??”

A Typical
Album Page...

stamps most of
you will
recognize...

SPECIAL HANDLING STAMPS
1925-29
e




“What an Album Page Should Look Like!”

SPECIAL HANDLING ISSUE - SUMMARY COMPREHENSIVE ALBUM PAGE
The Stamps — What an Album Page Should Look Like:
SPECIAL HANDLING - USED, WITH IN-PERIOD CANCELS
4925 First Printing and Major Varistiss
b r TES

925 AT

Deep Green - 107,120

First Day of Issue — June 25, 1928

1
Reprintings — 184010 1955 (18 Runs) No Printings Between 1928 and 1940

Emeraid-Graen — 695,000 Emeraid-Green — 860,000
PSE 01199615 PSE 01202937 PSE 01256328
One of Six Known One of Three Known DISCOVERY COPY - MAY, 2012




1928 Yellow-Green 25¢ Printing

Christopher J. 0’Donnell

Loyola Poultry Group

1901 Venice Blvd,
s A 90006

JONCT

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

T?ip Row: Wet Printings w/ “A-T”
2" Row : Dry Printings + 25 ct Reprint
3" Row : Wet Printing — Cross Grain

Josh Waite, Receiving Dept.
Waterford Farms

FIRST CLASS - SPECIAL HANDLING 1002 Laura Lee Court
Bear, Delaware 19707

Used Examples are Scarce... “Unknown on Cover!”

(except for a few modern contrived pieces, until... )




“Unknown on Cover...” ‘til February, 2011!

TRANSPORTATION

ANFARCTICA,

LAYED FCR GNEYEAT

TIES IN
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BECAUSE OF DIFFicuL
AT LITTLE AMERICA,

" THIS LETTER HAS BEEN DELAYED FOR ONEYEAR
|BECAUSE OF DIFFIGULTIES IN TRANSPORTATION
AT LITTLE AMERICA, ANTARCTICA. i

New EDU for stamp:
May 1928




1928 Printing — Why so rare (on cover)?

July 10, 1928 Withdrawal & Redemption Notice:

The Postal iﬁu[letiﬁ

indays and legl hldays, by disection of the Pustmater Generl,for thefornation snd gudnce o offcers snd esplages o the Post] Srvics THIRD ASSES'I"ANT POSTM:A'STER GENERAL,
E  ~— Mo | Washington, July 9, 1928.
S BN " p—r— In conformance to the new rates, effective July 1, 1928, postmasters at
o , :

AL,
AsuivaToN, July 7, 1928, fore be clil

e T SR i i o 850 Tal] post offices are directed to withdraw from sale all unsold 25-cent special-
"y R o, Brntonic” Diidon o | e it handling stamps now on hand and hold same for redemption. Post-
o . masters at direct and central-accounting post offices will forward their
it Genrat, | o confrman w5 T 20 unsold 25-cent special-handling stamps, together with any unsold 25-cent

oND AssisTaNT PosTMasTER GENERAL,

e Ome,, | S B S SRR special-handling stamps redeemed from patrons as herein authorized, to

hl Laws and Regulaf i 1924 affected by the

ier Gonaral Mo 057, dted i 7,102 | POCHLISBAILE Bt e, i »uie the department as promptly as possible after August 1, accompanied with
o 5, S5t 0 8, T S0t Var kR of pager cota e the usual letter of transmittal. Loose stamps must be attached to sheets
S T T pe ottt M of paper containing 50 stamps each.

ov e Lngry Loun seos g et Postmasters at district post offices having unsold or redeemed 25-cent

Orsicn or sue ormewman Goxanat, il special-handling stamps on hand will report the quantity to their central-
ety loan il b dus o pgment o & accounting postmaster and hold the stock for instructions.

e e ety b e e | o : Since a special-handling stamp of the 25-cent denomination is no longer

ol Lkl Ll s e . required, postmasters are authorized, until further notice, to accept at full

value unused 25-cent special-handling stamps when presented by the

original purchaser, in exchange for other stamp supplies. Postmasters

will be expected to take proper action when such applications are received

as may be required to prevent unlawful or unauthorized exchanges.

R. S. REGaR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Printed in January - Withdrawn/Redeemed in July!




New (Lower) Rates Introduced
FDC - June 25, 1928

Uncacheted Combo - QE1, QE2 & QE3

RETURN IN 5 DAYS

A. C. ROESSLER
140 SOUTH PARKWAY
EAST ORANGE, N. J.

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

Mr, H. A. Robinette,
509~ 7th St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

Catalog Value (2013)
$ 45




FDCs with Cachets...

With Cachet Combo - QE1, QE2 & QE3

- = a% ; i
SPECIAL %213*203“ g T
( HANDLING { HANDLING;

Catalog Value
Not Priced




My Favorite FDCs...
The Hugh M. Southgate Covers®

The New Rates Didn’t Take Effect Until July 1, 1928

ELECTRIC & MFG. CO.

Soo Hamss 13- f 5 ! il ' 300 Hibhs Bla..
DPaahing lw DC— S SN Washingtew D.C.

S Eo0 Consy Gre— 2 b e Ser | $9 00 Connn. . Guve-

- Clreviy Chave _ ooy, | Cbav Chase
' 20=> | P

And of course, they rate out perfectly!

* Photo scans courtesy of Henry Scheuer




History of Printing... 1 2

... As learned through “sockeu on th2 nose” cancels:

1925 Wet 1928 Wet 1928 Wet 1941 Wet 1941 Wet |

ONELIE AT PO SEAGE

B T S s:juu.ml,\.l."

DA S 7 e

Certified
EDU!

1925 Wet 1928 Wet 1928 Wet | 1941 Wet 1941 Wet




Paper Study Results

“Wet” vs. “Dry” Paper

TARITED STATES POSTAGE

1928 Wet




1955 Experimental Printing

“Wet” vs. “Dry” Paper

.
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1955 Experimental Printing

Rarity only recently recognized...

American Jhilatelic Society

Expert Committee Report

Membaors of the American Philsielic Expedizing Service have
examined the item sebmined and @ is their opinion that iz &:

United States, Seott Ne. QE1 dry print, used 2/28/1858, EDU as

of cortificato date, genuing in il respects. {Revised Seott No,
QE1a 11122007)

LTS !n_I.I'ﬂ-'l'..'I- "r'l- MH'M-“

: e
o Toh, e GHBEZO06
Natelic Expertizing Service

A covperative service offered by the Amirican Phalatelic Reviety (AFS)
ard the Anenican Samp Deaksn Aot iatksn (ASDA]

EDU Above; Six examples known!




1955 Experimental Printing

All used stamps had the same Catalog Value:

(and the nomenclature was backwards)

320 PARCEL POST POSTAGE DUE STAMPS — SPECIAL HANDLING STAMPS — POSTAL INSURANCE STAMPS

2007 SPECIAL HANDLING STAMPS

The Postal Service Act, approved February 28, 1925, provided for a special handling stamp of the 25-cent denomination for use on fourth-class mail
matter, which would secure for such mail matter the expeditious handling accorded to mail matter of the first class.

Never hinged : QE4 PP13 25¢ yellow gmn, 1929
First day cover % hinged
QE2 PP13 15c yellow green, 1955 5 .90 Block of 4
hinged P# block of 6

Never
a. 25cdeepgmn Apu?e?‘! 1925
hinged

S8zua
8388348

2 gudd:

a8
828

.. Never hinged

FLAT PLATE PRINTING QE3 PP13 20c yellow green, 1955
{82055 oimmne: Ut Sl Fare 15 Never hinged
QE1 PP13 10c B{{vgﬂdlgm;g 1955 ;:g p Bm of 4
err e ; P# block of 6
a. Welpmgngﬁeng{i‘é 1928 1.00 . '\‘lever hiﬁg&d
a. Wet printing, June 25, 1928
Never hinged
P# block of 6
Never hinged
First day cover
First day cover, Nos QE1a-
QE3a

RaniBeown
SR888888




1955 Experimental Printing

Catalog numbers changed; used dry-prints not priced.

SPECIAL HANDLING STAMPS — POSTAL INSURANCE STAMPS

SPECIAL HANDLING STAMPS

The Postal Service Act, approved February 28, 1925, provided for a special handling stamp of the 25-cent denomination for use on fourth-class mail
matter, which would secure for such mail matter the expeditious handling accorded to mail matter of the first class.

2008

First day cover
a. Dry printing, 1955 5.00
Never hinged 8.00
Block of 4 21.00
P# block of 6 50.00
Mever hinged 75.00
QE3 PP13 20¢ yellow green, wet prinling,

June 25, 1928 4.50
Never hinged i

Block of 4
P# block of 6

MNever hinged =
B3 First day cover QES
FLAT PLATE PRINTING FIst day cover o S =S
Plates of 200 subjects in four panes of 50 a.  Dry printing, 19h55 JUHE:‘ ib? ?9,:8
Never hinged f
1925-55 Unwmk. Perf. 11 Blogk of 4 Ne_u-er hl nged

QE1 PP13 10c yellow green, wet printing, P# block of 6

June 25, 1928 gg 1.00 Never hinged Blf}ﬂ]‘( Uf 4
5

2.
g -
i b 1]
P# block of 6 25700 e P# block of &
Erst ‘é‘;mgg:rd 000 00 : j W L M hi d
a. Dryprintng, 1955 378 — o — eVeEr ninge
o of 4 A e First day cover
P4 block of 6 40.00 o

Never hinged 65.00 AT" Joined & Fi rst day Gone r,| NDS, GE 1_ L3

QE2 PP13 15c yellow green, wel printing.
T B _QE
i o = BRERRURG Foo

Mever hinged

Block of 4

P block qf G
Photos added. hoverhinges




1955 Experimental Printing

Rare used; Not known on cover!

FROM

Jersey Fruit Cooperative Assn., Inc. et 2 9 L .:_ :;.mn.l;.;; ; ETAM Pt
606 Main Street B 5 4 : | SPEl'u.i lim.umﬂi

Riverton, New Jersey

L

INSERT

CARD LIFT SFRING HERE

r-- q ll!ql‘l“?
TO Hews Reol®Livwrat wiail

1733 Sansom Street

=
o
w
>
=]
S
i
©
g

Fhila. &y Fa.

USE OTHER SIDE TO RETURN

SPECL.L i

C .
“6-.Js..-

B
J""_f‘ .r'-...J et .-i--.f'




“WANTED - Dead or Alive!”

WARNING! St arel ot e

0

s

U.S. SPECIAL HANDLING DRY-PRINT ANY 25¢ ON COVER WITH...
ON COMMERCIAL. COVER “LIVE CHICKS!”
DATED CANCEL BEFORE. 1970 (ORBEES ORALLIGATORS!)

CONTACT. BOBRUFE - RRUFEI1@AOLCOM - 302 -354-8582 (CELL)

Special Handling - Rarest Modern Covers?




Dry Print Unknown on Cover...
until September, 2010!

»/ * X

New EDU for cover: Unaddressed

August 1, 1957 Uncacheted

eBay Stories... This EDU was listed for $9.95...




Where do you get all th

How about eBay??

TNTTED STATIES PO u,:j
|




Details, details!

 “USAUSED|SOME MINT SPECIAL HANDLING QE 1-4 with back scan 0913309”

kkissaneg

Add this store to favorites | Sign up for newsletter
| Search Store

A4
See SCdns




Ain’t Ebay Great???

t, AQL Read - Google Chrome SR—

[ mail.aol.com/38079-111/a0l-6/en-us/mail/DisplayMessage.aspx?ws_popup=true
m | ©

KEEPAS NEW | REPLY | REPLYALL | FORWARD | ACTION DELETE | S5PAM

Your invoice for eBay purchases: USA USED SOME MINT SPECIAL
HANDLING QE 1-4 with back scan 0913309 (131007631775#) I*

From eBayebay@ebay.com hide details a

o I 2 P 2

Mon, Oct 7, 2013 7:54 pm

To @ rrufel rrufel@acl.com

m eBay sent this message to Robert Rufe (roofertoo).

Your registered name is included to show this message originated from eBay, Learn mare.
Invoice

Thank you for shopping on eBay! Your total amount due is $8.65. More details )
about your purchase are included below.

ltem # ltem Title Quantity Price Amount

USA USED SOME MINT SPECIAL HANDLIMNG QF 1-4
131007631774 with back scan 0913309 1 $7.99 $7.99

Subtotal: §7.99
Shipping and handling via USPS First Class Package: $0.66

Total: $8.65

NEED HEALTH
INSURANCE INFO?
+

Get information
on your new
health insurance
options.




Don’t forget Auction Sniper!

s AOL Read - Google C

[3 mail.aol.com/38079-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/DisplayMessage.aspx?ws_popup=true
- - LN e - T O
HEEPASNEW | REPLY | REPLYALL | FORWARD | ACTION DELETE | SPAM
Auction Sniper Winner! (eBay Item #131007631775) I* R

From Auction Smiper sniper-auto@auctionsniper.com hide details A Mon, Oct 7, 2013 5:26 pm

To @ rrufel rrufel@acl.com

To ensure you always receive important information about your account, please add
donotreply@customers.auctionsniper_com to your contacts, address book or safe senders list.

% AUCTIONSNIPER

== Automated Sniping for eBay Auctions

Auction Sniper Snipe Status Report

eBay ltem: USA USED SOME MINT SPECIAL HANDLING QF 1-4 with
- back scan 0913309
{ltem # 131007631775}
Click Here To See Similar ltems

Status Summary:  You Won!
You have won this auction for US 5 7.991

Suggestion: Enjoy winning? Refer your friends to Auction Sniper and
wou will earn free snipes! Click here.

3 Reasons:
Convenience.

Discipline.

Competitive
Advantage.




/ 7 AOL Mail (214) & US #QEL-3 F-VF Used CV 52 =

« CH |@stampwants—stamps.bidstart.com,’US—QElG—F—VF—Used—CV—3—40—21041—,’25868410/a.htm|

(® T AOLcom - News,S.. e My eBay Selling (©) SnipeltNow (£) Sam Houston Philat.. [ Wells Fargo [ PayPal (©) 14 Timeless Ways to... (] Stamps

TIOTE SPECTarn r U ICETNS IO Al FETETS

B

$9% $1% $0.45 $ $i
United States  US Scott# QE1-  Qe3 Mog F/VF Scott # FAL US QE3 Graded  #QE1 VF+ OG QE1 MNH Very  Qed4 Used F/Vi

Scott # F1, used 43 MNH VF BB-5L unused NH Flate WF-XF 85 NH PSE NH, fresh Fine Plus C830 BB-5L
#25179 LL 2006

Certified Mail

¢ view All Additional Special Handling Items from All Sellers

US #QE1-3 F-VF Used CV $3.40 (21041) flom 2 Jphes g

Congratulations! You've won this item and already paid for it.
To check or update the Paid and Received status of this listing, as well as Leave Feedback or contact the seller, please go to the Items
I've Won section of the My bidStart area.

Convert
Click the Image Below for a Larger View e $0 ; 68 Soet, :eller

Time Left Closed (Sat Apr-28-12 12:53:18 EDT) @ 403211 =9 Qo
Member Since: Apr '05

Winner & snowyowl (34)

Bid History 1 bid view history Ask Seller a Question
One of Your Favorite Sellers

You Can Also You are already watching this item. Visit this Seller's Store

NV

Shipping $0.65 (to United States) Location o ot

Save On S/H When you buy more items from this sellar!
S,’_H on Additional Itemsis on hf_$fl}.10 each.

Click for Full Shipping Details Sakc Buying Teps

Payments Accepted ROTE, .
P _ £ Buy Confidently

] =] ol @J - Buyer Pratection

or Check, Money Order L w"‘y Ll

i

B0 oo




Exhibit Page - 2011 vs. 2012

_—_ \ SPECIAL HANDLING ISSUE - SUMMARY COMPREHENSIVE ALBUM PAGE
SPECIAL HANDLING ~ USED, WITH IN-PERIOD CANCELS ‘ The Stamps — What an Album Page Should Look Like:
1925 First Printing and Major V; - =]
R — T e i Y e e SPECIAL HANDLING - USED, WITH IN-PERIOD CANCELS
% \ First Issue — April 11, 1925 “A-T" Combined in STATES “A-T" + "Broken T" in STATES

Printing and Major Varieties (Continued) e
“A-T" + *Broken T" in STATES Deep Green - 18,072,600 Deep
= 1925 First Printing and Major Varieties (Continued)

"A-T" + “T-A" in POSTAGE Combined “Dot on the T in STATES Variety

s H A x,
v

Yellow-Green — 20,852,000 Yellow-Green ~ 16,712,800
1940: Lower Denomination Reprintings
Reprintings — 1940 10 1855 (18 Runs) No Printings Between 1928 and 1940 All Stamps Still Wet-Printed

18, 1855. No First Day Issue; Earliest Documented Use is February 26, 1958 (10g)

PSE 01199615 PSE 01202937 PSE 01256328
One of Six Known One of Three Known DISCOVERY COPY - MAY, 2012




New Discovery 2012 - Layout Dot

“A constant variety from plate 19557 at
position UR 27 (57th subject on the plate);
confirmed by examination of the plate proof™
- George Edman -
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Guilty Pleasures... for Research!

INVENTORY OF WET- & DRY-PRINTINGS

QE Sheets Wet Print Dry Print

UL*,UL(+FD%*),UR(2),LL(2),LR(2) UL* UR, LL, LR(2)

UL, UR(3){PPF}, LR(3) UL,UR,LL#4),LR(2)
UL (2), UR, LL, LR
UL, UR, LL, LR(3)

UL(2+FD(2)), UR*, LL, LR UL,LL,LR
UL, UR, LL,LL, LR UL,LL,LR
UL, UR, LL(4%),LR UL, UR,LL,LR

UL, UR,LL,LR UL, UR,LL,LR

19541 UL(2), LL* (+FD), LR UL, UR, LR
19542 UL(2), LL (+FD), LR UL

19543 UL, UL, UR, LL, LR LR

19544 UL, UR, LL, LR UL, UR, LL, LR(2)

17095 LL* (Yel-Grn)
17098 LR (Yel-Grn)
17103 UL* (Deep Grn)

45 OF 48 (+23) 31 OF 48 (+6)




So... | just happen to have...
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... and in my stash, 3 more!

IUNITED STATES POSTAGE ] J




What did you learn... 72??

Dry Prints are
rare, used;

Layout Dot
variety is also
rare!

Together???
($450 Offer
Rejected!)

Layout Dot Plate Variety:

A layout dot, used by the siderographer
to position the impression made with the
transfer roll, that was not burnished off
by the plate finisher. This dot appears on
plate #19557 above the top-right corner
of the subject at position UR 27.




“EFO’s” :

; MJ) msrusmm

Some Dramatic
“Freaks”...:

... and Only One Known Error for Issue:
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Some Closing Thoughts...

A Common Stamp - Pursued by a “Beginner”
Some Lucky Finds -
No one had previously looked at
“The Whole Issue”

Rarities:

There is only one set of Trial Color Proofs!
Dry Prints - 10 & 20 ¢ Not Known on Cover
Rare Used - 20 ¢ Only One Known
The June 1928 Printing - on Special Booklet Paper
Is there a 25¢ on a Chick or Bee Wrapper?




Conclusions...

Special Handling evolved over its first thirty years

Never Promoted as a “Prioritization” Service
Care Exercised that “Lives” Survive;
Evolved for “Special Handling” of Liquids,

Fragile & Perishable Items

Air Parcel Post and Priority Mail Stressed “Speed,”
not Care

Special Handling now in a niche where many
have believed it existed all along




Zeppelin to South America!

£

JB&EMKE%/
/)to Genmany,

Fer S. S;‘(i

Eoundtrip vie “GHAF -EPPELIL",.

Mr. Felix Hzntze,

201 VWarrick Street,
U.S. #ppraiser's Store,
New lork, NeY. - U.S.4A.

Special Handling neither authorized nor intended (but “permitted”)

What in the world was the sender thinking? Was he thinking of me?




